Highlights of the 2006 Bullitschek Reunion
The 24th annual Reunion of the Joseph Ferdinand Bullitschek descendants was held June 22-25
at the Fairfield Inn in Bethlehem, PA. Thursday evening, after dinner at the Jack Creek
Steakhouse, the family gathered in the meeting room of the Fairfield Inn to register and visit.
Marily Blackburn, reunion coordinator, welcomed everyone and gave a short introduction to our
common ancestor, Joseph Bullitschek. She then introduced Elmer and Alice Yeakel from
Nazareth, PA. Mr. Yeakel gave a very interesting talk on the Moravian history in the Nazareth
and Bethlehem areas. He also shared information about John Henry and Anna Marie Haller, the
parents of Charlotte, Joesph’s wife. Mr. and Mrs. Yeakel invited the family to Nazareth on
Saturday to see the graves of the Haller family. People attending the reunion came from 12
states: California, Illinois, Kansas, Kentucky, New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Oklahoma,
Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Texas, and Virginia, Jack and Jenny Lykins of Lititz, PA were the only
ones attending the reunion for the first time. We enjoyed refreshments and visiting after the
program.
Friday morning, we met at 9:00 to drive to Historic Bethlehem. After having our official family
reunion photo taken on the steps of the Old Moravian Chapel (built in 1751), we were given a
private guided tour of the Moravian Museum, located in the Gemeinhaus (community house), the
oldest building still standing in Bethlehem.
We then walked to the BrewWorks restaurant for a hearty lunch. After lunch, the family went to
the Moravian Archives where Dr. Paul Peucker, the head archivist, showed us some historic
documents and gave us much information pertaining to our ancestors. The rest of the afternoon
was free to visit other historic sites in Bethlehem, visit the Moravian bookstore, shop, or return to
the hotel to swim in the pool or rest. Several people met in the hotel meeting room at 7 PM to
discuss a possible trip to Europe in 2007 . The annual auction followed this meeting. Ruble
Garner was the able auctioneer. Although the number of items was small, the bidding was
spirited at times and $241 was raised for the cemetery fund.
Saturday morning, we left the hotel at 8:45 for the Old Chapel Moravian Church in Bethlehem.
Rebecca Owens, a distinguished organist who is also the Director of Music for the Central
Moravian Church, gave us a tour of the Old Chapel, talked about early Moravian music and
played some preludes from that time period on the organ. We then walked to the Central
Moravian Church where Rebecca told us some of the responsibilities of Moravian organist in the
early 1800s. The organist had to know 400 church tunes by memory and be able to play them in
any key. Rebecca played some of the early Moravian hymns. Roger Blackburn, our cousin and
a member of the Philadelphia Orchestra, then played several duets with her. We were privileged
to hear such glorious music.
Next we drove to Nazareth where Elmer and Alice Yeakel graciously welcomed us to their house,
Gnadenhohe, which was built in 1890. Mr. Yeakel took us across the road to the second
Moravian cemetery in Nazareth where we saw the graves of John Henry and Anna Maria Haller,
the parents of Charlotte, Joseph’s wife, and the graves of other members of the Haller family.
After being served Moravian sugar cake at the Yeakel’s house, we drove to the first Moravian
cemetery in Nazareth, then drove through the farm, Gnadenthal, which John Henry Haller once
oversaw.
We had lunch and the annual business meeting at Hanoverville Roadhouse (built in 1825) in
Bethlehem, PA. Following the business meeting, we drove to the Moravian Historical Society in
Nazareth where the director gave us a private tour. There we saw the 1776 Tannenberg Organ
made by David Tannenberg, who taught Joseph Bullitschek the fundamentals or organ building.
Marilyn and Roger Blackburn delighted us with an organ/trumpet hymn there.

Sunday morning ten of us attended church at the Central Moravian Church in Bethlehem. The
music did justice to the Moravian church’s reputation for musical excellence. We were especially
proud of Roger Blackburn, who played a prelude, accompanied the hymns and special music
during the service and received applause at the end of the service for his playing of the
postlude. After the service, it was time for us to go our separate ways until next year at
Knoxville.

Itinerary for 2006 Bullitschek Family Reunion
Thursday, June 22
3-5:3GHotel check-in (lf anyone would like to tour anything in the afternoon, please email us.)
S:3O-Dinner at Jack Creek Steakhouse (short distance from the hotel). Check out the menu at
www jackcreeksteakhouse.com.

7:30-Registration and introduction
Fellowship and refreshments.
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Friday, June 23
9-Lea.re f{otel for Bethlehem
9:3O-Official Family Reunion photo taken
9:45-Tour Moravian Museum
1 1:30-Lunch together at the BrewWorks (within walking distance). Check out the menu at
www.The BrewWorks.com.
1:3O-Travel to the Moravian Archives and have a private lecture by the head archivist, Dr. Paul
Peucker, who will show us historic documents pertaining to our ancestor.
The rest of the afternoon is free to explore more historic sites, shop on the charming Main Street
of Bethlehem (the Moravian Bookshop is a MUST), swim at the hotel pool, or rest. With the pass
which we will be purchasing for the Moravian Museum tour, this gains admittance to the historic
sites in the Bethlehem downtown area. The cost is $ 1 0 per person which is a great deal for all the
interesting and historic places.
Dinner will be on your own (unless we determine on Thursday evening that we want to do
something together as a group).
7:3O-Annual Auction which benefits the cemetery fund. Please bring items which are handmade or
which you think family members would enjoy having. Light refreshments will be served.

Saurday, June 24
8:4S-Leave Hotei tor Central Moravian Church in Bethlehem.
9:20-Tourthe Old Moravian Chapelwhich was built in 1751 and would have been a place our
ancestor would have visited.
9:4GHear an organ recital by Rebecca Owens, a distinguished organist in the United States and
organist for the Central Moravian Church. She has graciously offered to do a mini recital and talk
about the music of our ancestor's day.
1 0:00-Leave Bethlehem for Nazareth.
1O:45-Uncover the gravestones of the parents of Joseph Bullitschek's wife, Charlotte. Our
friends, Alice & Elmer Yeakel, will provide expertise at this venue. We will then travel to the
location of the farm, Gnadenthal, which our ancestor oversaw.
12:1S-Lunch at the Hanoverville Roadhouse (built in 1825) which is located between Nazareth and
Bethlehem. Everyone will have an opportunity to order whatever they desire on the menu. This
will be the location of our annual business meeting.
2:3O-Visit the Whitefield Museum in Nazareth and have a tour by the director. The cost of
admission is $5 and $3 for seniors.
The afternoon is free to visit the National Canal Museum and the Crayola Factory in Easton,
explore more of historic Bethlehem, shop, or do a multitude of other options.
Dinner and to top off the day a visit to Baskin-Robl;lns for all those with a sweet tooth.
Sunday, June 25

9:30-Check out of hotel and leave for church service in Bethlehem.
1O-Service at Central Moravian Church.
Joseph Bullitschek's ancestors will then depart to various parts of the country.

lf you have any questions, don't hesitate to callme at (856) 278-2922 or (856) 905-1522
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